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FROM OUR PASTOR 
The ocean waves are always a   
marvel to me. On the one hand, I 
find the sound of the waves relax-
ing and refreshing. On the other, I 

find the power of those waves frightening and de-
structive. Odd that such mixed emotions can come 
from the same phenomenon.  I think of one time I 
stood at the edge of the ocean and raged at God in 
grief and mourning, how the waves seemed to mimic 
my anger. I think of standing in the same spot a year 
later, feeling peace and renewal, and how the same 
sea gently tickled my toes and rejoiced with me.  

I imagine if the sea could speak to me it would say, 
“You silly girl, I am acting out the same performance 
as I did before. I have not changed.”  

"Very true," I acknowledge back, "but I have…or at 
least my perspective has."  

As I stand here watching the waves pound the beach, 
it is easy to imagine those relentless waves as our 
trouble and suffering. One ‘thing’ after another comes 
at us – one wave of sorrow, followed by a wave of 
heartache, followed by waves of bills to pay, kids in 
trouble, friends in need, tests to be endured. The hits 
just keep coming. It is easy to feel like the waves of 
trouble are eroding away our sanity, our security, our 
health, our families, and our friendships. What will be 
left when the waves finally stop? I look out at the vast 
ocean and as far as I can see waves are building – and 
they are not going to stop. 

Look again, however, at the sunlight dancing along the 
tops of those approaching waves. The flicker of light 
doesn’t appear destructive, but instead, dances in to-
ward land. My perspective changes as I think of the 
power of God being greater than the power of these 
waves. The waves suddenly do not represent prob-
lems and struggles, but prayer. What if our prayer life 
were like these waves – endless, using up energy, car-
rying the expectation of power, slamming into the 
hard-packed, stiff-necked stubbornness of the world 
and eroding away all that is like grit and irritation to 
the soul? What if our day was spent sending waves of 
prayer to God? 

As I contemplate this idea, I imagine the waves circling 
my feet and then begin their journey back out into the 
deep blue sea. The waves don’t keep coming in end-
less pursuit, but instead, they return to where they 
originated – just as my prayers are returned to me 
with a whisper of grace. God replies, sometimes with a 
“yes”, sometimes with a “not yet”, and sometimes 
with a “be still and wait.” But God does reply. It is in 
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the give-and-take of our prayerful conversation that 
the problems and struggles begin to erode as God and 
I go back and forth in prayer. Soon, the surface of life 
is smooth again and the waves become relaxing once 
more. 

I do not always get what I want when I pray, but when 
I am careful to listen and stay committed, I do always 
get so much more than I expected. The lesson learned 
is usually that my prayer was far too small for such a 
big God. God has so much more to offer than I can 
even comprehend. God’s grace is as infinite as the 
mighty ocean appears; it is wide, it is deep, it is pow-
erful, it is beautiful, and it brings peace that we never 
even knew we were praying for. 

Let your prayers roll as endless and steady as the 
waves of the sea. Find there the peace that passes all 
understanding. 
~ Pastor Karen 

LAY PERSON OF THE YEAR 
This year’s Lay Person of the Year will be  
revealed during the Laity Service Awards  
announcement online Sunday, October 18th,  
at 3:00pm. Details are forthcoming.  

The Wilkesboro United Methodist recipient was se-
lected based upon nominations and demonstrations 
of: a commitment to the Christian way of life; the love 
of Christ outside of the walls of the church and serves 
others in the community; contributions to the life of 
the church & devotion of self to the service of others.  

UPCOMING GROUP EVENTS 
Tuesday, October 6 
@ 6:00pm—UMM 

Picnic Shelter (if rain, Ecclesia room) 
A box meal will be provided, please contact  

Russell Golds 336-973-4941. 
@ 6:30pm—UMW 

Fellowship Hall + Zoom 
Attend in-person, computer or phone. 
To participate via Zoom, please contact  

Sherry Mabry, 336-927-4332. 

Wednesday, October 7, 14, 21, 28 
@ 6:30pm—Bible Study 

Zoom 
Details to be announced.  

Tuesday, October 13 
@ 11:30am—Keenagers 

Picnic Shelter (if rain, Fellowship Hall) 
Bring your own lunch and fellowship together. 
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all funds giving report 

08/30  $   7,770.00 

09/06           $   7,298.00 

09/13  $   4,694.00 

09/20  $   2,690.00 

contact us 
Pastor: Karen Roberts 

karenroberts@wilkes.net 

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton 
dthornton7530@gmail.com 

Choir/Handbells: Jim Brooks 
jimbrooks973@gmail.com 

Organist/Pianist: Cathy Freeman 
contact church office 

Secretary: Regina Koons 
wumcadmin@wilkes.net 

Treasurer: Glenda Pierce 
treasurer@wilkes.net 

 
Tuesdays in October.  If needed 
prior, please email Glenda or 
contact the church office. 

Administrative Council meeting 
minutes and Treasurer Reports  
are available in the Sanctuary  
narthex and on our website  

(via the Newsletter link). 

STEWARDSHIP 
God has blessed each of us with the 
opportunity to give of ourselves 
through our tithes and offerings. 
Your faithful giving helps enable the 
church in meeting the needs of this 
ministry. The stewardship of this 
church family is commendable and 
an incredible blessing during the 
unique time we are in. Thank you! 
 By mail: WUMC, PO Box 197, 

Wilkesboro NC 28697 
 Giving Online via our church 

website on the homepage. 
 Automatic bank draft via your 

personal bank. 

SAVE THE SIGN CAMPAIGN 
While we have been away from our church for several months, mainte-
nance of our facilities and property continue to need attention. It has been 
brought to the attention of United Methodist Men that the sign in the cir-
cle on the West side of the church is in dire need of repair. 

Some of you may remember that Raymond & Sylvia Hannsman donated 
this sign about 25 years ago. In recognition of this beloved couple’s dona-
tion, the UMM is starting a campaign to raise funds to repair the sign. 

An UMM member has met with a gentleman that restored his neighbor-
hood sign. The member recommends we use this gentleman that has 
quoted $1,840 for repair of sign that needs to be completed before winter. 

It is the hope of UMM that many of you will want to contribute to this pro-
ject in memory of Raymond and in honor of Sylvia and help minimize the 
impact on the budget. 

If you want to help with this project, please indicate ‘sign campaign’ in the 
memo line on your gift to Wilkesboro United Methodist Church. 

~ Robert Rizoti, UMM President     

2013 February 2020 August 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
Council Members and Committee Chairs:  

Please be aware of two important upcoming dates. It is time for 
us to begin talking about 2021 Budget, Leadership, and Charge 
Conference. As Charge Conference approaches please be aware 
of any reports you are responsible for and make sure you are 

making appropriate plans to complete those reports.  

We will have a regular Administrative Council meeting on   
Sunday, October 25 at 6p.m. and then we will have our  

Charge Conference meeting on Sunday, November 15 at 6p.m. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions we will meet for both in the following way: 

1. Meetings will be held in the Sanctuary so that we can properly socially 
distance from one another. 

2. Masks will be required. 

3. We will use the sound/media system so voices can easily be under-
stood.   

4. We will also be on Zoom for those who are not comfortable/able to 
meet in person. 

5. Temperature and screening will take place as you arrive - PLEASE do 
not come if you have been exposed to COVID or Flu, if you have/are 
run/running a temperature, have symptoms such as muscle aches, fa-
tigue, congestions, STAY HOME and join us by Zoom. Let's remember 
to be considerate of our neighbors and strive for safety.  

Please be sure to check and respond to emails being sent about 
these meetings… it is vital that we keep communication open as 
there are many decisions to be made over the next few months. 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/Contributions
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW 
Can you believe it? I can't. Fall is here.  Where did Spring 
and Summer go? I know that all of us are going to be 
glad when 2020 has run its course but in some ways 
these past few months have flown by and in other ways 

they have moved at a snail's pace.  My mind and life has been so discom-
bobulated.  I have had a difficult time staying focused on one thing for 
more than a few minutes before my mind takes off in other directions.  It 
has driven me crazy "as if that was a far destination”.   

I would like to make a correction to last month's article.  Do you remember 
in Marie's story talking about coming from the Wilkesboro Baptist Church's 
WMU group to moving across the street to Wilkesboro and our women's 
group UMW.  I had the exact same issue when I first joined Wilkesboro 
UMW.  When I was typing up Marie's testimony I did that very thing we 
were discussing.  Marie's story should have read "I remember the alumi-
num foil covered diamonds for the 75th Diamond Anniversary of the 
WMU" but I typed UMW.  I wondered how we went from 75 to 150 years 
so fast but I never was too good with math. 

I wanted to share some information from the survey I conducted in late 
July.  My question was "Why did you begin attending UMW meetings and 
what keeps you coming back?"  The number one answer was that they 
started coming because someone invited them to come.  Such a simple 
thing to do.  My question to you is "who have you been asking?"  If you in-
vite someone they may come and stay for the same reasons my survey 
found to be the reasons you stayed.  Two answers were tied for number 
one, you stayed because of the fellowship and for the importance of mis-
sion work. The other main theme was you came and stayed when you real-
ized that we work to fight social injustices and help women and children 
around the globe.  One person alone may not be able to do very much but 
when a group of women that loves God and wants to share His love with 
others can do a whole lot when working together. 

During October, I am asking you to write your own story or sing your own 
song.  So be praying about what that would look like and sound like coming 
from you and share it via email at mabrysh@gmail.com or in writing to 
Sherry Mabry, 506 3rd Street, North Wilkesboro, NC 28659. 

See Upcoming Group Events on page 1 for our meeting Tuesday, October 6. 
~ Blessings and peace! Sherry Mabry 

MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM 
All men of the 
church are invited 
for fellowship and 

planning future projects as the 
group grows in Christian fellow-
ship—See Upcoming Group 
Events on page 1 for our meeting 
Tuesday, October 6.  If you plan to 
attend, please contact Russell 
Golds by phone, text, or email to 
assist in preparation for the boxed 
meal and wear a mask to follow 
Governor Cooper’s guidelines in 
protecting others. 

MISSION PROJECT: SEWING BEE 
Christmas Masks!  Supplement your Christmas sweater and tie attire with masks made by the  
Sewing Bee. Place your order with Tanya Shire 336-927-0911 or Mary Henderson 336-838-3969. 
Please make a minimum donation of $5/mask to cover all expenses. Masks in two sizes will be  
available in November.  Limited quantity.  

HAND IN HAND—PAPER DRIVE 
This is the FIFTH paper drive for our friends at Moravian Falls Elementary!  Again we are purchasing 
a pallet (40 cases) of regular white paper. But this year we are adding some card stock and several 
boxes of colored paper.  

We need to raise $1800 by the end of October so we can order and schedule delivery for November. Thanks to 
many of you for supporting a case or more in past Drives, and for considering helping again. A case of paper is 
$35. Please indicate “Paper Drive” on your gift to WUMC.  

Remember MFES folks tell us that around mid-year, paper is treated as “gold”!  The teachers and staff have so 
many additional challenges this year, let’s make sure looking for paper is not one of those challenges! 

Thanks for all your support! 

PRAYER WALL 
The Upper Room Prayer Ministry 

offers a Prayer Wall online.  
“By requesting prayer, others 

around the globe have committed 
to pray with you, and God has  
already heard your prayer…. 
Dear Upper Room friends...  

The purpose of the prayer wall is 
to allow users to pray as a  

community and connect around 
their prayer needs… we are  

committed to maintaining an 
open, welcoming, and fruitful 

space for prayer for anyone who 
wishes to participate.”  

[excerpt from Upper Room website] 
http:// 

prayer-center.upperroom.org/
request-prayer 

http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/request-prayer
http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/request-prayer
http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/request-prayer
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WILKESBORO  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,  
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.

Sundays 
10:00am Sunday School via Zoom 
11:00am Worship via Live Stream 
Wednesdays 
  6:30pm Bible Study via Zoom 

non-profit org. 
US postage 

P A I D 
permit #5002 

wilkesboro nc 

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church  

309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC  28697  

Office: (336)818-0552 * Mon.-Fri. 9am—3pm 

www.wilkesboroumc.com  

The Witness Monthly Newsletter—October 2020 

Return Services Requested 

See the enclosed insert for  
October Celebrations, Amen Corner, & Prayer Concerns. 

OCTOBER 2020 
4 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 
6 Tue 6:00p UMM, p. 1, 3 
6  6:30p UMW, p. 1, 3 
7 Wed 6:30p Bible Study via Zoom 
8 Thu 6:30p SPRC, Fellowship Hall 

11 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 
  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 

13 Tue 11:30a Keenagers, p. 1 
14 Wed 6:30p Bible Study via Zoom 
18 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 
  3:00p Lay Person of the Year, p. 1 

21 Wed 6:30p Bible Study via Zoom 
25 Sun 10:00 Sunday School via Zoom 

  11:00a Worship via Live Stream 
  6:00p Administrative Council, p. 2 

28 Wed 6:30p Bible Study via Zoom 

Updates and communication are 
provided via Letters from Our Pastor 
on www.WilkesboroUMC.com, 
email/mail, and occasional phone 
tree messages as needed to help 
each other Stay Connected! Contact 

the church office, should you need help connecting :) 

reach out to each other: By phone, by postal mail, by 
email—reach out sharing expressions of love, encourage-
ment, and prayers. Simply let someone know you are 
thinking of them. Contact the church office for addresses 
or phone numbers for church family if needed. 

sunday school class: Join Jan Taylor and friends at 10am 
for class via Zoom.  To obtain the direct meeting link or  
phone number to dial in, please contact the church office. 

sunday worship:  Join Pastor Karen and Jim Brooks for 
livestream Worship at 11am on the church’s Facebook 
page. The video of each worship service is available on the 
church’s YouTube channel.   

wednesday night bible study: Connect with others by 
participating in a Bible Study via Zoom.  A direct link or 
phone number to attend at 6:30pm on Wednesdays is 
shared each week on Monday by email/mail.  

STAY CONNECTED 

WILKES MINISTRY OF H.O.P.E. 
Need: Toy Store items for Christmas! 
Need: Donations of non-perishable food items 
& baby items (baby shampoo, lotion, & diaper  

       cream).  
Need: Volunteers for tasks/projects etc.; churches 

and/or groups to do Food Drives. 

Prayers & financial gifts welcomed.  
336-903-1414; hope@brushymountain.com; Facebook 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE 
Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child in 
Boone is looking for Paid Seasonal Associates to 
oversee volunteers as we process these Gospel 

opportunity shoeboxes.  
Qualified candidates will be in agreement 

with our Statement of Faith. Seasonal positions begin 
in mid-November and end 4 weeks later or until all 
shoeboxes have been processed. Work days are divid-
ed into two separate shifts (morning and evening) six 
days a week. Seasonal roles involve warehouse and 
volunteer management including Greeters, Team 
Coaches, and Dock/Warehouse Workers.  
Applicants should apply online: https://
sp.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/samaritanspursecareers/
job/USA-NC-Boone-PC/Operation-Christmas-Child-
Processing-Center-Associates---Boone--NC_11463  

http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2010oct%20insert%20half%20page.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2010oct%20insert%20half%20page.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/LetterfromOurPastor31320
http://www.WilkesboroUMC.com
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
https://www.facebook.com/WilkesboroUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafFXOVZaBcXfBaEdjXSuMQ
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
https://sp.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/samaritanspursecareers/job/USA-TX-Dallas-PC/Operation-Christmas-Child-Processing-Center-Associates---Dallas--TX_11461
https://sp.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/samaritanspursecareers/job/USA-NC-Boone-PC/Operation-Christmas-Child-Processing-Center-Associates---Boone--NC_11463
https://sp.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/samaritanspursecareers/job/USA-NC-Boone-PC/Operation-Christmas-Child-Processing-Center-Associates---Boone--NC_11463
https://sp.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/samaritanspursecareers/job/USA-NC-Boone-PC/Operation-Christmas-Child-Processing-Center-Associates---Boone--NC_11463
https://sp.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/samaritanspursecareers/job/USA-NC-Boone-PC/Operation-Christmas-Child-Processing-Center-Associates---Boone--NC_11463

